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BUY THEM HERE:

Ljubljana · Mestni trg 22 
+386 (0)1 24 12 701
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+386 (0)3 81 80 237
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+386 (0)5 62 78 423
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TOP 12 FACTS  
ABOUT SLOVENIAN WINE & WINEMAKERS
 

Here are a dozen interesting by the number facts about our tiny country that is obsessed with 
wine in a very big way:

• 	 55-60 million liters of wine are produced each year by registered winegrowers, with 
some unofficial estimates as high as 80 to 90 million liters

• 	 6 million liters of wine are produced annually by Klet Brda, making it the largest 
producer in the country

• 	 28,000 - There are around 28,000 registered winegrowers in Slovenia, and some 
2,700 are commercial wineries

• 	 15,261 hectares of registered vineyards in Slovenia
• 	 Less than 0.1% of Slovenia’s landmass is dedicated to vineyards
• 	 Less than 10% - The maximum amount of alcohol allowed by law in Dolenjska’s 

protected Cviček wine
• 	 1239 was the year in which Ptujska Klet was founded, making it the oldest winery in 

Slovenia
• 	 400 years - The oldest noble grape vine in the world resides in Maribor, where it has 

been growing for more than 400 years
• 	 170 years - In Gornja Radgona they have been producing sparkling wines for over 170 

years
•	 70/30 - About 70% of Slovenia’s production is white wine and 30% red wine
• 	 4.60 liters - The amount of pure alcohol from wine that Slovenians drink per capita 

annually
• 	 7th stanza - The lyrics for the country’s national anthem were taken from from the 7th 

stanza of iconic 19th-century poet France Prešeren’s poem ‘Zdravljica’ (‘A Toast’)



PRIMORSKA
 

Primorska (or the Slovenian Littoral, as it is sometimes translated in English) 
is the most developed, promoted and consequently well-known of Slovenia’s 
three wine regions. It has a climate that benefits from its proximity to both the 
Mediterranean and the Alps, meaning the area is sometimes called the Slove-
nian California. 

GORIŠKA BRDA is one of Slovenia’s foremost wine-growing areas, and only an hour’s 
drive from Ljubljana. Often described as a miniature version of Tuscany, most of the vine-
yards are smaller family-run operations, and almost all offer some combination of wine 
tastings, tours, meals, accommodation and of course wine sales. 

VIPAVSKA DOLINA Viticulture is one of the most important agricultural activities in the fer-
tile Vipava Valley. The small, family-based vineyards are mainly concentrated on terraces in 
the higher areas where the excellent soil allows both white and red varieties to be cultivated. 
Thanks to its unique geography and mix of Mediterranean and continental influences, the 
valley contains numerous microclimates that give rise to distinctive local wine styles. 

The KRAS wine district is distinguished by the unique terrain upon which it sits, namely, 
a limestone Kras plateau above the bay of Trieste covered by a thin layer of reddish-brown 
soil that receives both an abundance of sun throughout the year, as well as strong wind 
known as the Burja. The end result is the perfect climate for growing a variety of grapes, 
especially those for making earthy red wines, such as the geographically protected Teran.

SLOVENSKA ISTRA (Istria) is the coastal part of the country, and has long been influenced 
by its proximity to the sea and Italy, with a tradition of winemaking that goes back to Roman 
times. While many different wines are produced here, the most typical of the region is Re-
fošk. Other reds include Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. The main white 
wine is Malvazija (Malvasia), which is said to be richer than that from other areas.



PODRAVJE
 

Covering the entire northeastern portion of the country, Podravje is officially sub-
divided into two districts: Prekmurje in the far north-eastern corner, and Štajerska 
Slovenija everywhere else. It should be mentioned that some guides divide the 
region into seven districts, with names bearing excessive hyphenation that can 
be quite confusing even for Slovenes, so for the sake of clarity we’ve decided to 
stick with the official designations. Semantics aside, the region is synonymous 
with white wines, and is known for producing some world class dessert wines, as 
well as Slovenia’s first sparkling wines.

The wines of ŠTAJERSKA reflect the Germanic influence the region has often fallen under, 
so you’ll find an abundance of Riesling here, under the names Laški rizling and Renski rizling, 
as well as Traminec (Gewurztraminer), Sauvignon and Šipon, a personal favourite of ours. 
The rich opoka soil is a blessing for winemakers, and also gives the district’s wines their 
distinctive minerality. The vineyards around Jeruzalem and Radgonsko Kapelske Gorice are 
especially notable, with the latter famous for its penina (ie sparkling wines). When in the 
area don’t miss the chance to visit the World’s Oldest Vine in Maribor city centre, the only 
plant in the world with its own museum. There are many famous wine cellars in Štajerska, 
that are worth a visit.

PREKMURJE is found in the far northeast corner of Slovenia, wedged between the borders 
with Austria, Hungary and Croatia, and much of the winemaking activity here takes places in 
the areas of Lendava and Goričko. The landscapes are quite breathtaking, with forests and 
rolling hills covering much of the countryside, while the pace of life is noticeably slower and 
more relaxed than most other places in the country. This district is notable for the number of 
younger winemakers trying new methods or rediscovering old ones, and even amongst their 
fellow Slovenians the people of Prekmurje have a well-deserved reputation for being the very 
friendliest and most welcoming.



POSAVJE
 

The Posavje region is most associated with the light, fresh and slightly sour cviček 
wine from the district of Dolenjska. The smaller districts of Bizeljsko-Sremic and 
Bela Krajina are located along different segments of the Croatian border, and are 
two of the more charming places to visit in Slovenia. 

The historical region of DOLENJSKA (or Lower Carniola) covers most of the Posavje wine 
region, and while the Dolenjska wine-growing district is more modest in size, it remains 
an important part of Slovenia’s winemaking landscape. However, most producers here are 
small (even by Slovene standards) family-run operations, and sometimes it can seem as if 
every individual family has their own vineyard. When it comes to wine, Dolenjska is synony-
mous with one variety: Cviček, a uniquely Slovenian blend that holds official EU protection.

While BIZELJSKO-SREMIČ is not among Slovenia’s better-known or more frequently vis-
ited wine districts - and is often considered one of the lesser-known regions - it remains an 
integral part of the country’s winemaking landscape and often finds its place on itineraries 
for visitors eager to explore Slovenia’s varied and characterful wine regions. Modra Frankinja, 
Laški Rizling, Sauvignon and Chardonnay are the dominant varieties grown here, and there 
are a few award-winning producers, most notably the sparkling wines of Istenič. However, 
the reason we visit time and time again has less to do with the wine we drink and more to 
do with the incredible wealth of sights in the area and the friendly folks who operate them.

When you see the BELA KRAJINA wine-growing district on a map, you’d be forgiven for 
thinking that it’s somewhat peculiar looking - as it mainly consists of the hills surrounding the 
town of Metlika along the border with Croatia, with a narrow strip of territory extending down 
through Semič and into the town of Črnomelj. The pride of the microclimate is the local blend 
known as Metliška Črnina, made from at least 60% Modra Frankinja (Blue Franconian) and 
30% Žametna Črnina, which is a dry ruby-red that has a rich, velvety flavour.
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DE ADAMI
 

Vipavska dolina: Zalošče 6a, 5294 Dornberk 
Since 1926 | Vineyards 6ha | Yearly 30,000 bottles
www.deadami.com | vinadeadami@gmail.com
+386 41 485 971
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The Minister of Health Warns:  
Consumption of alcohol  

may be harmful to your health


