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Dear Friends of Slovenia,

It gives me great pleasure to know that you have in your hands this beautiful book that captures the rhythm of a country that offers everything you can imagine. 
Above all, beauty and vitality. And this country is called Slovenia. It will impress you not only with its diverse beauty, nature and services, but also with the sincere 
hospitality, kindness and heartiness of the inhabitants with whom you will make close friendships.
We Slovenians are hardworking people and among us there are many incredible personalities who have achieved global successes all over the world, sports, 
innovations, science, economy and art. Our society is young and future-oriented. We live as a sovereign nation in our own country in the European Union and 
are open to international dialogue, value cooperation and respect. Our mission is to use the heritage of nature and culture entrusted to us to live a healthy, 
pleasant life.

Slovenia is a country of great nature. Green hills covered with vineyards, forests as far as the eye can see, a breathtaking alpine world, in the south the coast 
and in the east fertile plains. This diversity offers so many opportunities for excursions, sports and other leisure activities. Our cities and rural regions offer so 
many hidden historical secrets and entice with extraordinary gourmet experiences, where Mediterranean flavors combine with continental tastes to form the 
basis of traditional Slovenian cuisine.

Slovenia is proud of its function as a crossroads between East and West and North and South. Only a few hours separate us from Venice and Vienna and other 
European metropolises.

Tourism is an essential building block of our society and the core values that guide our welcoming culture are to offer authenticity and well-being that conveys 
a home away from home. Slovenia is a quality and diverse destination for every visitor. That is why I am glad that they come from all over the world to meet us 
and discover our beautiful, extraordinary country.

 

With kind regards 

DR. NATAŠA PIRC MUSAR 
President of the Republic of Slovenia

A WARM WELCOME FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF SLOVENIA,  
DR. NATAŠA PIRC MUSAR
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LJUBLJANA CASTLE
Arguably the capital’s most recognisable sight, Ljubljana Castle sits atop the 
hill around which the city grew. It has gone under many reconstructions over 
the centuries and is choc-full of points of interest, but the panoramas of the city 
it provides is worth the trip alone. 

LOGAR VALLEY
A truly stunning glacial alpine valley, Logar Valley is located deep in the heart of 
the Kamnik-Savinja Alps. An excellent starting point for many gorgeous hikes, 
the natural sights of this area take the breath away.

POSTOJNA CAVE
With more than 20km of galleries already found within, Postojna is home to the 
most visited show cave in Europe. Open every day all year long, only a fraction 
of these galleries are open to the public, but it is difficult to do justice to the 
majesty of the caves with mere words.

BLED LAKE
Simply put, Bled Lake is one of the most romantic destinations on the conti-
nent. A crystal blue lake, protected by a castle overlooking the waters with a 
none-more-idyllic island in the middle, Bled Lake is a Disney scene come to 
life.

ŠKOCJAN CAVES
A UNESCO World Heritage site, Škocjan caves are one of only three caves in 
the world to gain such distinction. Located just outside the town of Divača, a 
plethora of sites within the caves are waiting to be discovered.

LIPICA STUD FARM
Lipica is famous worldwide for its Lipizzaner horses, and the stud farm here 
has over 400 years of history behind it. The horses are as elegant as can be, 
and modern presentations (be they interactive displays or classical exhibits) 
showcase this clearly.

PIRAN
It is said that Piran is to the Adriatic what Bled is to the Alps and what Slovenia 
as a whole is to Central Europe: tiny, friendly and overwhelmingly picturesque. 
With Slovenia’s finest square and one of Europe’s most dramatically situated 
churches, there is plenty to fall in love with here. 

SOČA RIVER
With its emerald green waters, the Soča River gains new admirers with each 
passing year.  The Soča is a haven for those who like their water sports to veer 
onto the adventurous side, yet also relaxing enough for an afternoon’s fishing.

BRDO ESTATE
The enchanting Brdo estate embraces pristine nature and more than 500 
years of history. It hosts highest state protocol events. However, for most of 
the year the well-kept grounds of Park Brdo are open to the public, offering 
a diverse selection of activities such as carriage riding, top cuisine, golf and a 
picnic hamper.

TRIGLAV NATIONAL PARK
Covering some 4% of Slovenia’s landmass, Triglav National Park is a stunning 
landscape of jagged peaks, lush valleys and forests. Slovenia’s tallest moun-
tain, Triglav, is the centrepiece, summiting at some 2864 metres high.

TOP 10  
ATTRACTIONS
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LIPICA STUD FARM
The small town of Lipica in the Karst region is known throughout the world as 
the birthplace of the famed white Lippizzaner horses, to which it gave its name. 
Founded by the Habsburg monarchy, the stud farm is still active after more 
than four centuries and is a popular tourist destination.

BABY DRAGONS
Already one of Slovenia‘s top attractions and one of Europe‘s most famous 
caves, Postojna Cave made international headlines in 2016 with the birth of 
its ‚baby dragons‘, small cave-dwelling creatures more properly known olm or 
proteus, or locally as ‚human fish‘.

HAYRACKS
Called ‚kozolec‘ in Slovene, these humble agricultural structures are a com-
mon sight in Slovenia‘s incredibly photogenic rural areas and one of the coun-
try‘s national symbols. They come in a variety of different forms, from single 
vertical racks to roofed double racks that resemble elevated barns.

CHURCHES, CHAPELS & SHRINES
With some 3,000 churches and thousands of smaller chapels and shrines, as 
well as many impressive monasteries and convents, Slovenia very likely has 
more religious structures per capita than any other country in Europe, if not 
the world.

THE ŠKOFJA LOKA PASSION PLAY
Dating from 1721 and staged in the squares and streets of Škofja Loka during 
Easter, this extraordinary Passion Play involves over 1,000 participants and is 
included in the UNESCO List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

SOLKAN BRIDGE
Completed in 1905 and consisting of 4,533 individual stone blocks, this beau-
tiful bridge over the equally beautiful turquoise waters of the Soča River north 
of Nova Gorica is still the longest stone railway bridge in the world, with an arch 
span of 85m and a total length of 219.7m.

OLDEST WHEEL
After fire, the wheel is often cited as mankind‘s most important invention, and 
the oldest wooden wheel ever discovered was found in the Ljubljana Marches, 
a UNESCO Heritage site just south of the modern city. More than 5,000 years 
old, it‘s now on display at the Ljubljana City Museum.

OLDEST VINE
The world‘s oldest grape-producing vine can be found in Maribor. After more 
than 400 years this noble Žametovka vine still bears some 50kg of grapes 
annually, with the wine produced from it given as state protocol gifts in bottles 
by famed Slovene artist Oskar Kogoj.

NEANDERTHAL FLUTE
Perhaps the world‘s oldest musical instrument, the so-called Neanderthal 
Flute dates back some 43,100 years and was fashioned from the femur of a 
cave bear. Discovered in a cave near Cerkno in 1995, it‘s now displayed at the 
National Museum of Slovenia in Ljubljana.

TOMB OF KING CHARLES X
King Charles X was the last French ruler from the House of Bourbon and the 
only French king to be buried outside of France. The monarch‘s remains are 
entombed at Kostanjevica Monastery near Nova Gorica, where he died in 
1835 whilst in exile.

TOP 10  
UNIQUE THINGS
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LJUBLJANA FESTIVAL
Ljubljana Festival, one of the oldest and most important festivals in Slo-
venia and Europe, with its cosmopolitan spirit and carefully selected pro-
gram contributes a great deal to the life and energy of the Slovenian capital.  
www.ljubljanafestival.si

PIPPI LONGSTOCKING FESTIVAL
Pippy is the star of the annual Pikin Festival in Velenje, the largest children’s 
festival in Slovenia and the most energetic mixture of culture, education and 
fun! www.pikinfestival.si

PREŠEREN FAIR
No discussion of culture is complete in Slovenia without a healthy mention 
of France Prešeren, the nation’s favourite poet. The day on which he passed 
away (February 8th) sees an annual fair in his name, arguably the most impor-
tant cultural day on the Slovenian calendar. www.tourism-kranj.si

PLANICA
Slovenia’s sporting highlight, Planica is located in one of the most beautiful 
parts of the Julian Alps and plays host to the annual ski flying World Cup each 
March, where the world’s best ski jumpers defy gravity and soar record-break-
ing distances through the sky as tens of thousands of visitors cheer them on. 
www.planica.si

LJUBLJANA MARATHON
Now in its second decade, the Ljubljana Marathon has grown from only 700 
participants in its first year to more than 20,000 runners from countries all over 
the world, making it one of the largest sports events in the country. vw-lju-
bljanskimaraton.si

THE RADOVLJICA CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL
The Radovljica Chocolate Festival is Slovenia’s best chocolate event. The fes-
tival includes delicious chocolate tastings, chocolate workshops for children, 
dance performances, children’s adventures in the park, a beauty marquee, 
cookery shows, chocolate fashion show, guest musicians, stand-up comedy 
evenings and more. www.festival-cokolade.si

BEER AND FLOWERS FESTIVAL
In a town that is famous for its beer and flowers, it should come as no surprise 
that Laško plays host to a Beer and Flowers Festival annually. Around 150,000 
visit every year to enjoy beer, live music, beer, flower exhibitions and beer. 
www.pivo-cvetje.si

LENT FESTIVAL
A two-week program of music, art and more, Lent is Maribor’s pride and joy. 
A festival that is truly for anyone and everyone, it takes place on the Lent Em-
bankment along the River Drava, a beautiful setting for one of our favourite 
festivals. www.festival-lent.si

IDRIJA LACE FESTIVAL 
Since the beginning of the 1980s, the town of Idrija has played host to an an-
nual lace festival that shows off the finest creations of the world famous lace. 
A lace making competition takes place, alongside workshops and many other 
entertaining educational events. www.festivalidrijskecipke.si

KURENTOVANJE
Without doubt one of the most important carnivals in the country, the Kuren-
tovanje is unique to say the least. A variety of strange characters patrol the 
streets of Ptuj, led by the Kurenti themselves, in one of the most entertaining 
spectacles in the country. www.kurentovanje.net

TOP 10  
ANNUAL EVENTS
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DRAGON BRIDGE
Since it opened in 1901, Zmajski most has been fiercely competing with the 
castle and the conspicuously pink Franciscan Church for the title of Most 
Photographed Sight in Ljubljana. At any moment during daylight hours (and 
only slightly less frequently at night), there is sure to be at least a person or 
two clicking away at one of the four large dragons guarding either side of the 
bridge or the smaller griffins that adore the bottoms of its eight lamp posts. 
Of course, we’re no exception, as we still remember the fog-shrouded photo 
we snapped on our first trip to the city way back in the forgotten days of 
analog film. More recently, some amateur artists apparently felt that the myth-
ical beasts lacked a certain “je ne sais quoi” and took it upon themselves to 
add a smattering of red paint to their mouths and claws. The jury is still out 
on whether or not this is an improvement, but it does amuse us whenever we 
walk past. 

FRANCE PREŠEREN MONUMENT
Slovenia’s national poet France Prešeren (1800-1849) stands in the square 
named in his honor at the foot of the Triple Bridge. As well as offering an 
interesting visual treat, the monument also serves as a focal point for people 
meeting in the city. Erected in 1905, the large monolith is the work of the archi-
tect Maks Fabjani and the sculptor Ivan Zajc and features the Muse of poetry 
holding a small laurel or bay leaves over his head as well as extracts from his 
writings around the base.

PREŠEREN SQUARE
Formally a meeting place for several roads in front of one of the old entrance 
gates to the city, and a public square since Ljubljana’s original defensive walls 
were torn down in the middle of the 19th century, this is one of the city’s most 
important landmarks. Named after Slovenia’s national poet France Prešeren 
(1800-1849), it’s a popular meeting place (notably under the large statue of the 
man after whom the square is named) and a site for concerts and events dur-
ing summer. The charming little public space is ringed by several interesting 
sites, including the magnificent Art Nouveau façade of the Urbanc house, an 
extraordinary piece of early 20th-century flamboyance, and the location of the 
reopened Centromerkur department store. 

LJUBLJANA CASTLE
The magnificent Ljubljana Castle stands on Castle Hill, which extends in the 
southern part of the old town and on the site of its two predecessors. As a 
fortress, it was commissioned by Emperor Frederick III. Habsburg was built 
in the second half of the 15th century, and some parts of the buildings were 
added later. Originally, Ljubljana Castle also served as an occasional emper-
or’s residence, later as a barracks, a penitentiary, and in the first half of the 
20th century, it was intended as a residence for the less wealthy inhabitants 
of Ljubljana. Today, the most interesting for tourists is the observation tower, 
which was built in the 19th century, and in 1982 the municipality had it raised 
by 1.2 m, which offers a brilliant view of the city. If you follow the small stair-
case in the corner of the courtyard under the tower, you will reach the tiny 
chapel of St. George, one of the oldest parts of the castle. By order of the 
emperor, it was consecrated in 1489 by St. Juri, the patron saint of Ljubljana. 
It was later renovated in the Baroque style, and in 1747 it was decorated with 
the coats of arms of more than 60 Carniolan governors, including Herman 
and Ulrik Celjski, Henrik Goriški and the Ljubljana bishop Krištof Ravbar.

Today, Ljubljana Castle is a symbol of the Slovenian capital, and the most 
visited tourist spot. You can experience history at the projection in the Vir-
tual Castle, at the permanent installations of Slovenska history, the Peni-
tentiary, the Castle Armory and iLjubljana, in the Puppet Museum on any 
of the guided tours or special experiences. You can taste the present with 
culinary indulgences at Na gradu inn, Strelec restaurant, Grajska kavarna 
or wine shop. Behind the castle walls and under the starry sky, various mu-
sic, dance, film, festival programs, exhibitions, events for children and much 
more take place throughout the year; the Jazz Club also has its place here. 
With the panoramic rail funicular, you can climb to the castle in a minute from 
the very centre of the city, every day of the year. There are well-maintained 
footpaths leading to the castle and along the Grajski Hill, which take you all 
the way to the Grajski Vinograd. Ljubljana Castle is also known for its own 
wine story and unique souvenir shop. Visitors are welcome all year round!  
QGrajska Planota 1, www.ljubljanskigrad.si.

The tongue-twisting capital of Slovenia is the figurative and (almost) literal center of the country, with nearly three times more inhabitants than any other Slovene 
city and an even larger share of its commercial, administrative, cultural, and educational activity. In 2014, Ljubljana notably celebrated the 2000th anniversary 
of founding the Roman settlement of Emona, whose ruins lie underneath the present-day city. However, according to the local legend, the origins of Ljubljana 
go back even further, namely, to the turn of the first millennium BC, when Jason and the Argonauts stopped for a time. Regardless of the legend’s historical 
accuracy, it continues to live on through the dragons adorning its bridges, flags, and more. Nowadays, Ljubljana combines a quaint and well-kept medieval 
old town at its center with more modern districts radiating out in all directions. While some 280,000 residents officially call the city home, it is said that its size 
swells to well over half a million on any given weekday, with large numbers of workers and students making their daily migrations. Thanks in part to this massive 
influx, Ljubljana has a vibrancy and youthful air that would be the envy of much larger cities, with countless cultural events taking place on a daily basis. And at 
the same time, it manages to be one of the safest and cleanest cities of its size anywhere in Europe, even being named the European Green Capital in 2016. 
Add all this to the fact that the city is only a 20-minute drive from ski resorts in the Alps and 45 minutes from Mediterranean beaches, and it’s easy to see why 
Ljubljana has garnered such high praise in recent years.Qwww.visitljubljana.com

Ljubljana 
The quaint capital of Slovenia
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One of the oldest settlements in Slovenia, Škofja Loka (Slovene for Bishop’s Meadow), is a picture-perfect medieval town that is one of the easiest and most 
rewarding day trips from Ljubljana. The incredibly well-preserved old town is the main attraction here, followed by a great museum collection contained 
in the enormous castle ensconced on the hill above. But the devil is in the details, as seemingly every building, bridge, and alleyway in the old town has a 
story to tell. It’s well worth engaging a local guide through the tourist office to provide a more in-depth explanation of the town’s intriguing history, culture, 
and legends than we can fit within the following pages – you can also find out why the coat of arms somewhat bizarrely depicts an African man wearing a 
crown!Qwww.visitskofjaloka.si

MORE TO SEE AND DO

ŠKOFJA LOKA CASTLE & MUSEUM, Grajska Pot 13, www.loski-muzej.si • THE ŠKOFJA LOKA PASSION PLAY, www.pasijon.si • NACE’S HOUSE, Puštal 74

Škofja Loka
A picture-perfect medieval town



- 66 - - 67 -

Located in the far southeastern corner of the country and comprised of three modern-day municipalities of Metlika, Črnomelj, and Semič, Bela Krajina is one of Slovenia’s 
most culturally distinctive regions. This may have something to do with the fact that although it’s only some 100km away from the capital, the Kočevski Rog mountains and 
historically separated it from the rest of Slovenia. At the same time, its proximity to Croatia just across the slow meandering waters of the Kolpa river has also meant a large 
influence from the south. Add to this the somewhat daunting journey times on public transport (slow-moving trains can take nearly three hours to reach Metlika from Ljubljana), 
and it’s easy to see why the good people of Bela Krajina have been left to their own devices till this day. It may be well off the tourist map, but the region of White Carniola, as 
the name translates into English, is one of our favorite places in Slovenia for a relaxing weekend and well worth the effort it takes to reach. While we usually spend our time 
there visiting with friends, eating home-cooked meals with their families, and drinking copious amounts of local wine and schnapps, visitors who aren’t lucky enough to know 
anyone in the region will still find the people as friendly and welcoming as any in the country and will be spoilt for choice when it comes to things to see and do – from lazily float-
ing down the river on inner tubes from tractor tires and exploring areas on well-marked bike paths to experiencing one of several major cultural events.Qwww.belakrajina.si

MORE TO SEE AND DO

LANDSCAPE PARK KOLPA, www.kp-kolpa.si • BELA KRAJINA HIKING AND CYCLING PATHS, www.belakrajina.si 
GAČE – OUTDOOR HIKING & BIKING AND UNIQUE EXPERIENCES, www.scgace.si

Bela Krajina
A truly unique corner of the country
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To put it politely, people from the Gorenjska region are known as being the most frugal Slovenes. It isn’t hard to believe, though, since life has always been a struggle 
in the harsh winters of the rugged mountains. While not considered very outgoing or extroverted, the locals will warm up to you once you’ve won them over. You 
can do that by showing them your prowess on the slopes or enjoying a shot of a local’s homemade schnapps. Remember always to look people in the eyes when 
saying “Na zdravje”! Kranjska Gora is, not surprisingly, famous for its skiing and other winter sports. People from the area are often excellent skiers, as parents have 
their kids racing down the toughest runs as soon as they learn how to walk. Slovenia’s professional skiers have enjoyed significant success in the World Cup and 
Olympic competitions, most of which hail from Gorenjska. The Vitranc World Cup and the annual ski flying event in the nearby Planica bring thousands of spectators 
to Kranjska Gora, turning it into the party capital of Slovenia, at least for a weekend or two. Traditional food in these parts is hearty, Austrian-style fare. Sausages and 
thick slabs of pork are usually served with sauerkraut and potatoes with pancakes or apple strudel for dessert. To brace yourself before heading out into the cold, it 
isn’t unusual to have a strong drink to finish your meal. For the true Gorenjska experience, try the blueberry brandy locals call borovničevec.Qwww.kranjska-gora.si

MORE TO SEE AND DO

SLOVENIAN ALPINE MUSEUM, Triglavska 49, Mojstrana, www.planinskimuzej.si • JASNA LAKE • RUSSIAN CHAPEL, Vršiška cesta 83, Kranjska Gora 
PLANICA NORDIC CENTRE, Rateče Planica, www.nc-planica.si

Kranjska Gora
Slovenia’s top mountain resort
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BLED CASTLE
Perched quite dramatically high up on a hill overlooking the lake and town, 
Bled Castle is the stuff of children’s dreams. First mentioned in 1011, it is 
officially the oldest castle in Slovenia, having celebrated its one-thousandth 
anniversary in 2011. Built and added to haphazardly over the centuries, the 
castle is a photogenic mash of styles nowadays. Of the many sights located 
on the castle’s premises, you can visit the small but informative museum of 
the region’s history, from the first human settlements till the present day, a 
16th-century chapel, the wine cellar, a herbal gallery, a recreated Gutenberg 
printing press (that still sees heavy work printing souvenirs for visitors) and 
of course a restaurant with breathtaking views of the lake below and moun-
tains beyond. Qwww.blejski-grad.si

BLED ISLAND
Of the many aesthetic wonders of Lake Bled, it is Bled Island (Blejski otok) that 
is, without doubt, the most memorable. It adorns the cover of this and pretty 
much every other guide dedicated to Bled and a large chunk of guides for 
the entire country. It certainly isn’t huge, but the phrase “small but perfectly 
formed” has never felt more apt. It is only accessible by boat, but we honestly 
can’t think of any transportation we’d instead use to reach it. The church of the 
Mother of the God on the lake (a mouthy name, but rather poetic in Slovene) 
dominates the landscape visually and culturally. First mentioned in the 12th 
century, it has a history that stretches way before that and has undergone 
many renovations since. Thousands head to ring its Wishing Bell annually, 
which is purported to bring luck to those who ring it. USA Today included it in 

its list of the most beautiful churches in the world for quite obvious reasons. 
Elsewhere on the island, we find a Bell Tower with a renewed Pendulum Clock 
at the top, not a spark of electricity in sight. There is also an exhibition house 
showcasing some of the finest Slovene art from past and present, and a fas-
cinating permanent exhibition focused on traditional dress. Wrap up your visit 
by tasting Potica, a nut roll made with all sorts of fillings, in the attractive café 
before returning to the shore. QBled Island, www.blejskiotok.si

VINTGAR GORGE
One of Slovenia’s most spectacular natural sights is hidden away just north 
of Gorje and only 4 km from Bled. The Vintgar Gorge, known locally as 
Soteska Vintgar or Blejski Vintgar, was created during the last ice age when 
glacial movements forced the crystalline waters of the Radovna river to the 
northeast, where it was able to slowly cut its way through the limestone ter-
rain, creating sheer canyon walls reaching heights of up to 100 meters. Only 
officially discovered in 1891, the gorge’s natural beauty was immediately 
recognized. Work commenced on constructing a wooden walkway along 
its 1.6km length, opening to the public only two years later, on the 26th of 
August 1893. The walkway has been renovated several times over the past 
century, but it still looks very much like it did when it first opened. Nowadays, 
it leads awe-inspired visitors past rapids, pools, and overgrown, rocky crags 
to the 16m-high Šum waterfall at the gorge’s furthest end, which is said to 
be the highest fluvial waterfall in Slovenia. The short but breathtaking trek is 
a must-do for anyone who visits the region. Qwww.vintgar.si

If there was a thick sheet of things a tourist or traveler would want from a place-based purely on aesthetics, it would probably run something like a big blue 
lake, an idyllic island, an iconic church, and a domineering castle atop a hill. Lake Bled has all this, with the added bonus of a church sitting proudly in the 
middle of the island. It is one of the most popular destinations in Slovenia, and for a good reason. As picturesque as a destination can be, Bled is one of 
the most striking Alpine resorts. It offers something for all visitors, whether old or young or those searching for activity or relaxation. It truly is the dictionary 
definition of serenity. Slovenia’s only island is the focal point, a small haven with the quaintest of churches dominating the scene. Learn about the history 
of time telling in the separate Bell Tower before tasting some traditional Potica, a pastry nut roll with no end of fillings. Some 130m above the lake, we find 
Bled Castle, the oldest in the country, keeping an ever-present protective watch over the lake. Of course, the lake steals the show, with its glistening blue-
green water that is clearer than it has any right to be. A 6km long path winds around it, providing one of the most tranquil walks we’ve ever walked. There 
aren’t many more relaxing experiences than a stroll in the sun as the Alpine mountaintops reflect off the picture-perfect water. Be aware of the ever-growing 
number of tourists visiting, Lake Bled deserves every single visitor it receives.Qwww.bled.si

Bled
An alpine fairytale come to life
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MORE TO SEE AND DO

TREETOP WALK, Rogla, Zreče, www.potmedkrosnjamipohorje.si • CHARTERHOUSE ŽIČE, Špitalič pri Slovenskih Konjicah 9, Loče

The Rogla-Pohorje region comprises the municipalities of Oplotnica, Slovenske Konjice, Vitanje, and Zreče and lies in the northeast part of Slovenia. The 
municipality of Oplotnica includes 21 settlements, and archaeological research has revealed evidence that man first arrived here as far back as the third 
millennium BC. The region was an important intersection during Roman times, with trade flowing from Italy to Pannonia in the east. Among other annual 
events, Oplotnica hosts Martin’s Hike each November. This picturesque, hour-long route leads you through some beautiful open spaces and ends at the 
church of St. Martin, where a blessing of the young wines is performed, after which a well-deserved sample rounds off the morning walk nicely. September 
2019 saw the opening of the new canopy path in Rogla that runs high above the treetops for just over one kilometer, giving visitors some spectacular views. 
Other outdoor pursuits include no end of cycling and hiking opportunities where the mountains can be explored, and Rogla Ski Resort takes care of all the 
snow fun. It also hosts the FIS World Snowboarding Cup event, which takes place each January.Qwww.rogla-pohorje.si

Rogla-Pohorje
Ancient history and hidden valleys
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The Pomurje region is famous for its “Expano” pavilion that stands on the shores of Lake Soboško. The pavilion, now known as the Expano Project, represented Slovenia at 
Expo 2015 in Milano, Italy. After the event, the building was moved to Pomurje and pieced back together. The pavilion’s shape symbolizes the Slovene geographical landscape, 
while its content was designed to resemble Expano, the regional promotional center for Pomurje, also known as “The door to Pomurje”. In the pavilion’s interior is a permanent 
exhibition or rather an interactive adventure park, where you can, with the help of modern multimedia technology, admire the incredible plant and animal life that thrives on the 
river’s banks.You can have a snack in the little inn, buy a selection of souvenirs from Pomurje, organize a business meeting, and enjoy discovering the sights and sounds of the 
region. Visitors to Expano can also take the opportunity to experience some wonderful local cuisines. Using exclusively regional produce and ingredients, dishes are prepared 
traditionally and represent the change of seasons in the Pomurje region. Expano – The door to Pomurje – is always open; the locals welcome the visitors warmly and are keen 
to share the secrets of this beautiful and still somewhat undiscovered region of Slovenia. There’s a wide range of adventures waiting for you, both on water and land, or you can 
even take to the skies and enjoy a bird’s eye view of the Pannonian plain with rolling hills, rivers, and lakes as you float peacefully above it all in a hot air balloon – without you ever 
leaving the ground. Expano is about giving you a memorable first impression of the region and inspiring you to explore further. Qwww.expano.si

MORE TO SEE AND DO

PANOLET, LAKE SOBOŠKO, THERMAL WATER

Expano
An opportunity to experience the Pomurje region
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Still an easy-going fishing village at heart, Izola doesn’t get nearly as much love as some of Slovenia’s other coastal towns and is often overlooked by tourists 
racing by on their way to Piran for a day trip. However, as far as we’re concerned, this beautiful little Venetian port town has enough amenities to keep you 
comfortable, with winding old streets to wander and sights to see to make it arguably the most attractive destination in the region. The soul of Izola is most 
tangibly felt while strolling along the ancient fishing harbor, which in more recent years has been supplemented with a modern marina just to the west (and an 
impressive fleet of luxury yachts and other boats). In the summertime, life naturally centers around the sea and its plethora of activities, from lounging in the sun 
on one of several beaches to heading out on the water for a panoramic sightseeing trip or any number of adrenaline-pumping water sports. However, thanks to 
its mild Mediterranean climate, the town is a year-round destination, with hiking and cycling trips or a game of tennis possible even in the wintertime. Despite its 
small size, Izola hosts several important festivals and events. All of this, and we have yet to mention the exquisite culinary possibilities offered both in the town 
and nearby countryside, which is more than enough reason to visit Izola. Qwww.visitizola.com

MORE TO SEE AND DO

BESENGHI DEGLI UGHI PALACE, Gregorčičeva 76 • MANZIOLI PALACE, Manziolijev trg 5, segreteria.manzioli@comunitaitaliana.si
IZOLANA – HOUSE OF THE SEA, Sončno nabrežje 4 

Izola
A town with a soul
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The town of roses, Nova Gorica, is the second largest urban area in Western Slovenia (after Koper) and a very young town. Translated as “New Gorizia”, it was 
built after the former regional main city (Gorizia) was given to Italy after World War II. Referred to as “Stara Gorica” (old Gorica), the main city was off-limits for 
the Yugoslav population in those times. Thus the new city was built beginning in 1948, according to modernist principles of architecture. Nova Gorica grew up 
through the following decades as the regional capital, serving the Soča valley, Vipava valley, and northwest Karst. For example, she can boast a vibrant cultural 
life as home to one of Slovenia’s four national theatres. Geographically, the town has a privileged position, with a mild Mediterranean climate, being sheltered 
from cold winds by the Trnovo and Banjšice plateaus. These days the border is open, and despite the persisting air of separation, relations are surely on the 
right track. Nova Gorica is also a gaming town, boasting several casinos with state-of-the-art equipment and a sizeable stream of Italian clientele from across 
the border. But if you don’t come to try your luck, come for the friendly people, beautiful surrounding nature with rich historical significance around every corner, 
or simply for a wine tasting at one of the many world-class vineyards in the immediate vicinity. Qwww.vipavskadolina.si 

MORE TO SEE AND DO

SOLKAN BRIDGE • SVETA GORA • RIHEMBERK CASTLE

Nova Gorica
The city of roses
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JUNE
ANA DESETNICA Ljubljana Culture

BLED WATER FESTIVAL Bled Culture

BORŠTNIK THEATRE FESTIVAL Maribor Culture

FESTIVAL LENT Maribor Music

GROSSMAN FESTIVAL Ljutomer Culture

GORA ROCKA FESTIVAL Tolmin Music

IDRIJA LACE FESTIVAL Idrija Culture

JURJEVANJE Črnomelj Culture

LJUBLJANA JAZZ FESTIVAL Ljubljana Music

MARATHON FRANJA Ljubljana Sport

MINI SUMMER,  
INTERNATIONAL PUPPET FESTIVAL Ljubljana Family

SUMMER MUSEUM NIGHT Ljubljana Culture

TOUR DE SLOVENIE Slovenia Sport

JULY
BEER AND FLOWERS FESTIVAL Laško Music

BLED DAYS Bled Culture

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL BLED Bled Music

METAL DAYS Velenje Music

MINI SUMMER FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culture

MOUNTAIN MARATHON Tolmin Sport

OKARINA ETNO FESTIVAL BLED FESTIVAL Bled Music

SOLČAVSKO DAYS Solčava Culture

SOČA OUTDOOR FESTIVAL Tolmin Sport

TRNFEST INTERNATIONAL SUMMER FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culture

AUGUST
AGRA - INTERNATIONAL FAIR  
OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

Gornja 
Radgona Fair

BLED STRATEGIC FORUM Bled Business

DAYS OF POETRY AND WINE Ptuj Family

FESTIVAL RADOVLJICA Radovljica Music

IMAGO SLOVENIAE NIGHTS  
IN LJUBLJANA OLD TOWN Ljubljana Music

JAZZ KAMP Kranj Music

KAMFEST - SUMMER CULTURE FESTIVAL Kamnik Culture

MLADI LEVI INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culture

SEVIQC BREŽICE Ljubljana Music

SWEET ISTRIA Koper Culinary

ZMAJ ‘MA MLADE« FESTIVAL Postojna Culture

SEPTEMBER
BIENNALE OF GRAPHIC ARTS Ljubljana Culture

BIO BIENNIAL OF DESIGN Ljubljana Culture

COLLECTA Črnomelj Music

FESTIVAL MARIBOR Maribor Music

FESTIVAL OF THE OLD VINE Maribor Culinary

INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR Celje Business

KRAVJI BAL Bohinj Culture

MANAGEMENT CONGRESS Portorož Business

NATIONAL COSTUMES AND  
CLOTHING HERITAGE DAYS Kamnik Culture

NATURE - HEALTH FAIR Ljubljana Fair

PIKA'S FESTIVAL Velenje Culture

POLI MARATHON Ptuj Sport

SOČA VALLEY HIKING FESTIVAL Kobarid Sport

VILENICA INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL Vilenica Culture

OCTOBER
BARCOLANA Portorož Sport

CITY OF WOMEN - INTERNATIONAL  
FESTIVAL OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS Ljubljana Culture

FASHION WEEK Ljubljana Culture

GOLDEN DRUM - INTERNATIONAL  
ADVERTISING FESTIVAL Portorož Business

GOURMET LJUBLJANA Ljubljana Culinary

LJUBLJANA MARATHON Ljubljana Sport

MONTH OF DESIGN Ljubljana Culture

RESTAURANT WEEK Slovenia Culinary

SEMPL Portorož Business

NOVEMBER
AMBIENT LJUBLJANA FURNITURE FAIR Ljubljana Fair

ANIMATEKA - INTERNATIONAL  
ANIMATED FILM FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culture

KAKI FESTIVAL Strunjan Culinary

LIFFE Ljubljana Culture

LJUBLJANA WINE ROUTE Ljubljana Culinary

MARTINOVANJE Maribor Culinary

SILA CHARITY BAZAAR Ljubljana Fair

SLOVENIAN WINE FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culinary

WINE ROAD UNDER KRANJ Kranj Culinary

DECEMBER
FESTIVE DECEMBER Ljubljana Culture

GAY & LESBIAN FILM FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culture

NATIVITY IN POSTOJNSKA JAMA Postojna Culture

In Slovenia, there is always something interesting happening in the bigger 
cities as well as the smaller ones. In terms of the number of events, you 
could say that almost every small village or town has one (or two). The diver-
sity of Slovenia’s green landscape is also reflected in the variety of experi-
ences available to us in the form of events. Every year, Slovenia hosts a wide 
range of festivals, concerts, cultural, gastronomic and sporting events. A 
variety of events at any time of the year is sure to brighten up your days and 
make them memorable for a long time to come. In Slovenia, the variety of 
events will also cater for the discerning guest, giving you the chance to feel 
the pulse of the country and its culture. Take a look at the list and a selection 
of the 100 most interesting events, festivals and happenings that take place 
in Slovenia every year.

JANUARY
CASTLES OF KING MATJAZ Črna Family

NEW YEAR CELEBRATION & FIREWORKS Ljubljana Family

WORLD CUP - BIATHLON Pokljuka Sport

WORLD CUP - SKI JUMPING - WOMEN Ljubno Sport

ZLATA LISICA - GOLDEN FOX Maribor Sport

FEBRUARY
ALPE ADRIA TOURISM & LEISURE FAIR Ljubljana Fair

CERKNICA CARNEVAL Cerknica Culture

CONVENTA Ljubljana Business

GASTEXPO – SEJMI OKUSOV Ljubljana Fair

KURENTOVANJE Ptuj Culture

LUV Ljubljana Culture

NATOUR - ALPE ADRIA TURIZEM Ljubljana Fair

SLOVENIAN CULTURAL HOLIDAY Slovenia Culture

SPORTO Planica Sport

MARCH
COLLECTA Ljubljana Fair

EXODOS - INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF  
CONTEMPORARY PERFORMING ARTSA Ljubljana Fair

INTERNATIONAL HOME FAIR Ljubljana Fair

LJUBLJANA INTERNATIONAL  
DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL Ljubljana Culture

APRIL
CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL Radovljica Culinary

LJUBLJANA FASHION WEEK Ljubljana Culture

SLOVENE BOOK DAYS Ljubljana Culture

SPRING TULIP EXHIBITION Volčji potok Experience

OPEN KITCHEN Ljubljana Culinary

MAY
DRUGA GODBA Ljubljana Music

INTERNAUTICA INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW Portorož Fair

MONTH OF DAFFODILS Jesenice Culture

PODIM Business

SKIS MARKET Ljubljana Music

THREE HEARTS MARATHON Radenci Sport

VINSKA VIGRED Metlika Culinary

WILDFLOWER FESTIVAL Bohinj Culture

EVENT CITY CATEGORY EVENT CITY CATEGORY EVENT CITY CATEGORY

TOP 100
EVENTS
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THANK YOU FOR EXPLORING  
THE PREVIEW OF THE SLOVENIA BOOK! 

We hope you enjoyed this sneak peek into its content. If you’re interested in the full version,  

PRE-ORDER THE BOOK NOW AND ENJOY A 20% DISCOUNT!

To place your pre-order please reach out to us:

ONLINE PURCHASE
PRE-ORDER The Slovenia book in English language  ......HERE
PRE-ORDER The Slovenia book in German language  .....HERE
PRE-ORDER The Slovenia book in French language  .......HERE
PRE-ORDER The Slovenia book in Slovenian language  ..HERE

PHONE ORDER
To place an order by phone, please call our dedicated sales team at:  

+386 30 706 000
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Email: info@the-slovenia.com | Phone: +386 30 706 000

B2B
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